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Submission on Holistic Waste Service in City of Yarra 
 
There are good reasons why Yarra needs a new waste collection system. 

1. The old out-of-sight-out-of-mind system of shipping our recycling to China or 
Indonesia full of contaminants is no longer possible. 

2. Because of a lack of solutions here in Australia, recycling materials are being 
stockpiled. Half a million tonnes of contaminated glass fragments is now stockpiled 
around the Melbourne Metropolitan area, according to the report tabled tonight.  

3. The current collection of comingled recycling (paper, plastics and glass mixed 
together) has proved to be unworkable for current conditions. During the collection 
process the glass breaks, which was not initially considered to be a problem, but 
after the glass is separated, tiny bits of glass remain embedded in the paper and 
plastic. This contamination means that the remaining paper and plastic is unsuitable 
for recycling into new products. 

4. According to the latest edition of Yarra News, in the Oct-Dec 2019 quarter 65% of 
domestic waste collected in Yarra went to landfill. That’s 4008 tonnes in 3 months 
trucked to landfill. A big expense. 

5. But half of that rubbish was food waste. When food waste is composted, it 
decomposes with the aid of worms and oxygen. Some carbon dioxide is released in 
the process, put the end product is compost that can be used in gardens. If those 
food scraps end up in landfill, they are quickly covered by more rubbish. That means 
they decompose without oxygen. That produces methane, a greenhouse gas with a 
global warming potential 28 times that of carbon dioxide.  
We need to do whatever we can to reduce the amount of food waste that goes to 
landfill. 

 
Food waste trials began in 2017, and a Holistic Waste Service has been trialed in Abbotsford 
since last June. These trials have enabled council officers to find solutions to issues arising. 
The resulting system solves a lot of problems. 
 

1. It produces an uncontaminated stream of glass which can be recycled into new glass 
products. 

2. It produces clean streams of plastic and paper for recycling. 
3. It separates the food waste which results in a 40-50% reduction of material sent to 

landfill, and reduces greenhouse gas emissions. 
4. The recycled materials collected will remain in Australia. Industries for processing 

the materials will develop here. That will result in jobs for Australians. 
 
Last week there was a media campaign to denigrate Yarra’s proposed Holistic Waste 
Service. It consisted of scaremongering about “health issues” from “festering” rubbish. All 
food waste can go into the FOGO bins, including things that can’t be put in compost bins, 
such as onions, citrus and significantly meat. So meat scraps will be collected weekly as they 
are now for anyone who puts them in their bin.  
The remaining issue is disposable nappies. During the Abbotsford trial the problem was 
more an issue of capacity than smell, and that can be solved by larger bins. The issue of 



smell can also be solved by emptying as much faeces as possible down the toilet before 
binning them and using the tabs to seal the nappies. 
 
The proposed model is the one that participants in the Abbotsford trial accepted. 
Councillors have passed the stages of development of this waste service unanimously. They 
have also unanimously acknowledged that there is a climate emergency, and a need for a 
climate emergency plan in Yarra. A sustainable waste service is part of that plan. We trust 
Councillors will endorse the rollout of the Holistic Waste Service across Yarra in July. 
 
We can’t continue with business as usual. We have to address the waste crisis and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. We all must do our share in adapting to more sustainable 
practices. YCAN believes that the right option has been chosen, and is confident that Yarra 
residents will adjust to the new Holistic Waste Service. 


