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17 March 2020 
Submission re proposed Zero Carbon in the Yarra Planning 
Scheme  

While YCAN accepts that working with the Council Alliance for Sustainable Built Environment 
(CASBE) as well as other Councils may be the best way of achieving revised and better Planning 
Scheme Provisions (and will also result in a planning amendment that covers a number of 
municipalities), we are concerned by the absence of any timelines to complete the identified actions.  

Yarra Council has declared a Climate Emergency and is in the process of finalising a Climate 
Emergency Plan which includes Zero Carbon Buildings as part of its Strategic priority 2. Where is the 
URGENCY? The report assumes that achieving this planning amendment will be a similarly slow 
process to the previous ESD planning policy that took five years to happen. And that may be the 
result. But it is our view that the language of this report, as well as future communications with 
potential partners and the State Government Planning Department, should communicate the urgency 
demanded by a state of Climate Emergency, and Yarra’s Climate Emergency Plan, the development 
of which has been unanimously endorsed by this Council. 
 
For example, the proposed motion commits officers to work with the CASBE Councils to “formulate a 
voluntary zero carbon development framework”. The reference to a voluntary framework is quite 
worrying, since the current Planning Scheme provisions in this policy arena are already voluntary. As 
the relevant ESD Policy Cl 22.17 acknowledges.  
 

 
 
As indicated in the Attachment to this Submission, the current Yarra Planning Scheme is already 
replete with laudable objectives and strategies to achieve better outcomes. 
 

 
 
Do we really need more voluntary frameworks when it has been agreed that emergency action is 
required? When responsible authorities (including Local Governments) wish to guarantee desired 
outcomes they utilise provisions of the Planning Scheme that can require certain benchmarks to be 
achieved (eg maximum building heights, certain land uses only if defined conditions are satisfied). 
Since the State Government has agreed that prescriptive measures must not be included in Local 
Policies (like the current ESD Policy 22.17) the CASBE Councils must give urgent consideration to 
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those other Planning Scheme Measures (like Design and Development Overlays) that can include 
prescriptive measures. 
 
It is disappointing that the report didn't identify any measures that could be initiated by Yarra Council 
that don't require State Government Approval.  

• Why, for example, couldn't Council decide to fast-track Planning Applications for those 
developments that include a minimum amount of on-site energy generation to be renewable 
(eg. 50% of total energy requirements), and developments that do not include a gas 
connection. 

• And again, why couldn’t the Council deploy its Local Law making powers to achieve desired 
Energy/Greenhouse Gas outcomes in those public areas where it does exercise control. It 
would be wonderful if these powers could be deployed to phase out those energy guzzling 
and greenhouse emitting gas heaters that accompany pavement seating adjoining many of 
our cafes and restaurants. 

In Conclusion, YCAN supports the recommendation for Option 3, but asks for more urgency, 
more passion, for getting the best possible outcome for Zero Carbon in the Yarra Planning 
Scheme. It is worth fighting for.  

Attachment to YCAN Submission 

Yarra Planning Scheme – Key Environmental Provisions 

Select Extracts from the Yarra Planning Scheme; note also those Local Policies 
referenced at 21.07-1 below.  
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And again, from same section … 

 


