
 

It’s time for action 
We have to understand the emergency of the situation. Our leadership has failed us. Young people must  
hold older generations accountable for the mess they have created. We need to get angry, and transform 
that anger into action 

Greta Thunberg, student activist 
 

What is the Climate Emergency?  
 
The UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which brings together leading climate 
scientists from around the world, has said we have just 12 years to dramatically reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions before risking irreversible climate change impacts. Our climate is already too hot, with 
dangerous heatwaves and bushfires, droughts and crop failures, and coastal flooding. But without urgent 
action, we face even more severe and sustained impacts which would have a devastating effect on human 
wellbeing and prosperity. The urgency of the situation has led many to declare a climate emergency. 
 

What actions should government take? 

We need urgent action on climate warming to ensure safety for ourselves, future generations, and all 
other life on Earth. Success means government taking unprecedented action that recognises the climate 
emergency. Key actions will have to: 

 build a zero-emissions economy (e.g. by transitioning to renewable energy) 

 transform our agricultural system 

 cool the planet (e.g. through massive reforestation) 

 

What actions can we take? 

 Use renewable energy, and increase energy efficiency in our homes and workplaces 

 Use zero-emissions transport (walk or ride) and public transport  

 Embrace sustainable consumption patterns, a climate-friendly diet and minimise our waste  

 Lobby local Councillors and MPs to take urgent climate action consistent with an emergency  

 

Together we can make a 
difference 
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