
 
 
 
YCAN’s goals, in order of priority, are to: 

1. Advocate for transformative action commensurate with a climate emergency, including:  
a. An ambitious Climate Emergency Plan for City of Yarra; and  
b. That the Victorian Government declares a climate emergency and sets strong 

emissions reduction targets  
2. Partner with Yarra Energy Foundation to promote solutions to achieve deep emissions cuts 

in the business sector locally    
3. Build community awareness and broaden our engagement to new audiences, focusing on 

climate emergency and practical actions community members can take 
4. Continue to advocate for innovative policies that promote waste reduction and conscious 

consumption 
5. Continue to advocate for innovative policies to promote active transport, and especially for 

investment in separated bicycle lanes 
6. Advocate for strong measures to reduce the emissions-intensity of buildings, and in 

particular for measures to move away from gas as an energy source 
7. Promote local actions to strengthen and enhance natural ecosystems, including urban 

greening, urban agriculture and the preservation of biodiversity 
 

Our demands are: 
 
That the City of Yarra: 

• Commit to council operations powered 100% by renewable energy by 2030, without the 
need for carbon offsets 

• Support the Yarra community to achieve net zero emissions by 2040 (without the need for 
carbon offsets), including by facilitating large energy users to purchase renewable energy 

• Track climate expenditure in Council’s budget and commit to materially increasing Council’s 
expenditure on climate mitigation and adaptation measures (currently ‘sustainability 
services’) from 1.7% in 2019–20 to 5.0% in 2022–23. 

 
That the Victorian Government: 

• Set interim emissions reduction targets consistent with what is required to keep warming to 
1.5 degrees (45-50% below 2005 levels in 2025 and 65-80% below 2005 levels in 2030) 

• Not invest in or approve any new fossil-fuel based development, including coal to hydrogen, 
fracking, coal-fired generators, or gas 

• Fund a just transition for fossil fuel workers to low carbon industries of the future. 


